
 

 
 

Have We Seen Enough?! 
19 January, 2020 

 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
Call to Worship 

One: Sing a new song,  
All: a song of thanks and praise, 

One: for God has done wondrous deeds, 
All: and is great beyond compare! 

 
*“God, We Praise You for the Morning”             VU 415     
 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS 



 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

One: Mothering God, we have chased after foolish 
things, and spent our strength on vanity; our labor has 
been in vain. 
All: Deliver us from arrogance and forgive our self-
concern, that we may find our reward with you, 
as servants of your dream. Through Jesus Christ 
we pray. Amen. 

 
PREPARING TO LISTEN : GATHER US IN MORE Voices 7 
 
A READING OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 49: 1-7 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples 
from far away! The Lord called me before I was born, 
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow 
of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in 
his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are 
my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I 
said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength 
for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with 
the Lord, and my reward with my God.” And now 
the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his 
servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel 
might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight 
of the Lord, and my God has become my strength—he 
says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore 
the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and 
his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 
nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand 
up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of 
Israel, who has chosen you.” 



 

 

A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 1:29-42 
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and 
declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’  I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen 
and have testified that this is the Son of God.” The next 
day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 
him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). He brought Simon[c] to Jesus, who looked at 
him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to 
be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 
 

LEARNING & PRAYING TOGETHER:  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A29-42&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26077c


SINGING OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH TO THEIR LEARNING CENTRE 
“LIKE A ROCK”                                                                   MV 92 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
  In loving partnership we come, seeking, O God, your 

will to do. Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. (VU 603, v.1)  

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: Our God has done wondrous things, too 
numerous to count. Through steadfast love and faithful 
care, God enriches us in every way. Therefore, do not 
delay!   
All: Let us offer to God ourselves this day, 
all that we have and all that we are, 
in praise and love of Christ. 

 
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
    
*“Immortal. Invisible, God Only Wise”            VU 265 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

 
One: God of steadfast love, you raise us up when we 
fall and place our feet on steady ground. Strengthened 
by your faithfulness, we offer our prayers 
in thanksgiving for the grace that is ours in Christ. 

Gracious God, look with compassion on the whole 
human family; take away the arrogance and hatred that 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate 
us; unite us in bonds of life, and, through our struggle 
and confession, work to accomplish your purposes on 
that. 

We pray for the world, that your saving love may reach 
to the ends of the earth as we serve the common good. 



 

 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe, and 
lead us from hate to love, war to peace. 

We pray for people everywhere who live with injustice, 
terror, disease, and death as their constant companion. 
Rouse us from our complacency and help us to 
eliminate cruelty wherever it is found. Strengthen those 
who seek equality for all. Grant that everyone may 
enjoy a fair portion of the abundance of the earth.  

Loving God, your first covenant of mercy was with 
every living creature. When your beloved Son came 
among us, the waters of the river welcomed him, the 
heavens opened to greet his arrival, the animals of the 
wilderness drew near as his companions. With all the 
world’s people, may we who are washed into new life 
through baptism seek the way of your new creation, the 
way of justice and care. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 
yours, loving Creator, forever and ever.  

 
All: Amen.  
 

THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 
 
* “Like a River of Tears”                                         MV 98     
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
BLESSING 

One: May God’s steadfast love and mercy lead you,and 
make your steps secure, keeping you forever safe  
on paths of righteousness and peace.  

 



* “Amen” VU 974 
 
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 

One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, 
including: Voices United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: 
A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada (2000: The 
United Church of Canada); Feasting on the Word, Year A – Volume 1 
edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2009);  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
MINUTES FOR MISSION     JANUARY 19, 2020 

Easing Past Ills: Tatamagouche 

It’s a beautiful spring day in Nova Scotia, and at 
Tatamagouche Centre people are scrambling through the 
underbrush looking for special plants—plants to settle a 
tummy ache or headache, or plants to help ease many of 
life’s daily ills. 

Under the careful watch of Judy Bernard-Googoo, a Mi’kmaq 
healer, everyone is learning a few of the basics from 
centuries of Mi’kmaq traditional healing. Judy learned it 
from her mother, as did her mother before her. Now, Judy 
wants to share her knowledge with others. “We are all one 
people,” she says. 

At Tatamagouche, mending the divide between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people is a high priority. By openly 
sharing their traditions and learning together about the 
plants and herbs that are the basis of traditional Mi’kmaq 
healing, which creates a window into Mi’kmaq culture, they 
will build bridges of understanding. 

“Everything is done with respect. You have to respect the 
plant, take only what you need, and always give thanks to 
the Creator for providing these healing medicines,” explains 
Judy. “You have to be careful; there are a lot of plants that 
can hurt you. It’s like going to the drugstore—you have to 
make sure you choose the right medicine. That’s the 
knowledge I have that I want to share.” 

Your gifts to Mission & Service help support programs at 
education centres that bring people in communities 
together to learn. 



 
Sermon Summary last week: Stories that Help Us Begin 
Again 
 

How do I begin? You may look to me to say something 
intelligent or even pastoral about the situations of the world this 
week.  With all my heart, I pray for a good beginning in the year 
2020.  But with all the cruelty, absurdity, and heartbroken 
tragedy, I found it difficult to put intelligence in my thinking and 
behaviour. Fanly and I have come to know many Iranians in 
Vancouver.  They are wonderful people. This tragedy is beyond 
words.  

This Sunday, baptism of the Lord. Today, through the story 
of Jesus being baptized by John, I’d like to explore with you an 
important area of Christian living. Jesus came from the town of 
Nazareth. It was a special city because a decade before Jesus 
was born, the city experienced a major massacre by Roman 
soldiers. I imagine Jesus growing up would have listened to 
elders talking about what happened. How did Jesus respond?  
He responded with love, grace and forgiveness.  Through many 
years of serving congregations, I have seen people come to 
church and give me all kinds of reasons to baptize them. Many 
were sincere, but some stopped attending after they were 
baptized. Those folks treated baptism as graduation – they 
have done it!  But the story of Jesus’ baptism isn’t a graduation, 
but the beginning of ministry and service.  

I often see baptism as commissioning where we are sent by 
God into the world. In light of violence and absurdity, choose 
love and grace, and walk humbly with God. Some may say it is 
hard to believe in God when life situations make it hard to do 
so.  I understand.  But tell me, when is a good time to believe in 
God.  If not this time, when?  Baptism is about the beginning of 
a relationship. So we have been baptized. What does it mean 
to us today? Choose hope, love, forgiveness, and grace. 
Abandon violence, selfishness, discrimination, and indifference. 
When we were baptized, the minister presented a baptismal 
candle to the candidate (parents). He or she must have said 
something like: Let your light shine and enlighten the paths of 
others. We have promised to do so. 


